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DETAILED ACTION 
Election/Restrictions 

1 . Applicant's election without traverse of Species I (Claims 1-16) in the reply filed 
on 7/1/08 is acknowledged. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims are objected to because of the following informalities: 
Claim 1, line 8, "a instruction" should be - a instruction -; 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification sliall conclude witli one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 1, 4, 13 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 1 recites the limitation "the process instruction" in line 9. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. Furthermore, the examiner 
respectfully requests the applicant to explain the difference between the process 
instruction description and the instruction description identification. Are they all included 
in the process instruction? Clarification/explanation from the Specification is 
respectfully requested. 
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Claim 4 recites the limitation "the obtain request" in line 9. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. Furthermore, it appears that the 
process instruction description is initially transmitted from the requesting part. It is 
unclear if the same instruction is sent back to the requesting part. 

Claim 13 recites the limitation of "a process instruction sending part indicating 
the instruction description identification obtained from the identification obtaining part". 
It is confusing as to what is being indicated to the instruction description identification. 
Furthermore, it is unclear as to where the process instruction is sent to. 
Clarification/explanation from the Specification is respectfully requested. 

With respect to claim 16, arguments analogous to those presented for claim 13, 
are applicable. 



Application/Control Number: 10/802,845 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2625 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Miyoshi 
et al. U.S. Patent Application Pub. No. 2001/0049703 (hereinafter Miyoshi). 

With respect to claim 1, Miyoshi discloses an image forming apparatus for 
forming an image, comprising: 

a process indication receiving part receiving a process indication indicating an 
execution of a process from a requesting part (transmitting print execution command 
with control No. from PC 100 in S1 134 in fig. 8); and 

a process executing part executing the process in accordance with a process 
instruction description specified by a instruction description identification indicated by 
the process instruction (printing the data in S1 144 of fig. 8). 

With respect to claim 2, Miyoshi discloses the image forming apparatus as 
claimed in claim 1, further comprising a process item sending part sending process 
items to the requesting part in response to an obtain request for obtaining the process 
items set in the process instruction description from the requesting part (S1272 in fig. 
11). 

With respect to claim 3, Miyoshi discloses the image forming apparatus as 
claimed in claim 1, further comprising: 
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a change request receiving part receiving a cliange request indicating subject 
process items of tine process instruction description, said subject process items wliicli 
are subjects of changing (S1 260 in fig. 1 1 ); 

an instruction changing part changing the process instruction description in 
accordance with the subject process items of changing (S1 264 in fig. 11 ), 

wherein when said process instruction receiving part receives the process 
instruction, said process executing part executes the process in accordance with the 
process instruction description changed by said instruction description changing part 
(SI 264 in fig. 11). 

With respect to claim 4, Miyoshi discloses the image forming apparatus as 
claimed in claim 1, further comprising an instruction description sending part sending 
the process instruction description to the requesting part in response to the obtain 
request of the process instruction description from the requesting part (SI 258 in fig. 11). 

Witli respect to claim 5, Miyoshi discloses the image forming apparatus as 
claimed in claim 4, further comprising a process instruction description receiving part 
receiving the process instruction description sent from the requesting part, 

wherein when the process instruction receiving part receives the process 
instruction, the process executing part executes the process in accordance with the 
process instruction description received by said process instruction description receiving 
part (SI 264 in fig. 11). 

With respect to claim 6, Miyoshi discloses the image forming apparatus as 
claimed in claim 2, further comprising an instruction description storing part storing 



Application/Control Number: 10/802,845 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2625 

contents of the process instruction description executed by said process executing part 
to a predetermined storage area (S1128 in fig. 8). 

With respect to claim 7, Miyoshi discloses the image forming apparatus as 
claimed in claim 6, wherein: 

the predetermined storage area is externally provided and is externally accessed 
through a network; and 

said instruction description storing part stores contents of the process instruction 
description to the predetermined storage area through the network (paragraph 0075). 

With respect to claim 8, Miyoshi discloses the image forming apparatus as 
claimed in claim 1, further comprising a changing part obtaining information concerning 
executable process items from said process executing part and changing the process 
instruction description to an executable process instruction description, 

wherein said process executing part executes the process in accordance with the 
executable process instruction changed by said changing part (fig. 11). 

With respect to claim 9, Miyoshi discloses the image forming apparatus as 
claimed in claim 1, further comprising a communication controlling part controlling a 
communication with the requesting part by a structural description language using a tag 
(paragraph 0040). 

With respect to claim 10, Miyoshi discloses the image forming apparatus as 
claimed in claim 1, further comprising: 

a ticket sending part issuing a ticket showing a use permission of a object data 
set directed to the process in response to a use permission request requesting the use 
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permission of tlie object data set from the requesting part, and sending ticket 
identification identifying tine ticl<et to the request part (control No. 1112 in fig. 8); and 

a providing part specifying the object data set based on the ticket identification 
indicated by the process instruction received by said process instruction receiving part, 
and providing the object data set and the process instruction description to said process 
executing part (identifying the items according to the control no. in S1 144 of fig. 8). 

With respect to claim 11, Miyoshi discloses the image forming apparatus as 
claimed in claim 1, further comprising: 

a use permission determining part determining a use permission based on a 
password indicated by a use permission request received from the requesting part, the 
use permission request requesting a use permission of an object data set directed to 
the process (control no. 1 1 12 in fig. 8). 

With respect to claim 12, Miyoshi teaches an image forming method executable 
in an image forming system for executing a process in response to a request from a 
requesting part, comprising the steps of: 

(a) receiving a process instruction instructing an execution of the process from 
the requesting part (transmitting print execution command with control No. from PC 100 
in S1134 in fig. 8); and 

(b) executing the process in accordance with a process instruction description 
including process items to execute in response to the process instruction, said process 
items indicted by the process instruction (printing the data in S1 144 of fig. 8). 



Application/Control Number: 10/802,845 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2625 

With respect to claim 13, Miyoshi discloses an information processing 
apparatus, comprising: 

an identification obtaining part obtaining instruction description identification 
specifying a process instruction description from an apparatus for executing a process, 
said instruction description identification setting process items (transmitting print 
execution command with control No. from PC 100 in S1 134 in fig. 8); and 

a process instruction sending part indicating the instruction description 
identification obtained from the identification obtaining part and sending a process 
instruction instructing an execution of the process (printing the data in S1144 of fig. 8). 

With respect to claims 14 and 15, arguments analogous to those presented for 
claim 3, are applicable. 

With respect to claim 16, arguments analogous to those presented for claim 13, 
are applicable. 
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Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from tine 
examiner should be directed to CHAN S. PARK whose telephone number is (571)272- 
7409. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8am-4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward Coles can be reached on (571) 272-7402. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/CHAN S PARK/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2625 

October 13, 2008 



